
Water Quality Monitoring 
Monitoring Plan Development Worksheet 

 
Directions:  You are the monitoring committee of a watershed council.  The Council is 
interested in water quality monitoring and has asked you to come up with a project.  This 
worksheet will guide you through the process.  Your end product should be a map with 
the monitoring sites marked on it as well as the answers to these questions.  NOTE: you 
do not need to try to investigate every water quality problem throughout the 
watershed during the first year of your monitoring program!  Keep it simple. 
 
1.  First, decide why your group is interested in monitoring.  What is your overall goal?  
Community education?  To prioritize areas for restoration?  To track the effects of 
restoration projects?  Other purpose?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Next, look at the data that you have for your watershed.  Does it raise any water 
quality concerns?  If so, what? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Now, choose a monitoring question that will help you understand one of your water 
quality concerns.  A monitoring question is specific and concrete.  Example of a specific 
monitoring question:  “What are the bacteria concentrations at the mouth of Beaver Creek 
during storms from November through April?”  Example of a monitoring question that is 
too broad:  “Where is bacteria coming from in the watershed?” 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Where, when, and what will you monitor to answer your questions?  Mark your sites 
on a map. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What kinds of other information do you need to help you develop your plan? 



 
 
 
 
6.  Who will collect the samples? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  How will you ensure the quality of the data? 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Who will manage and interpret the data? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  Who might you want to consult for technical assistance as you are designing your 
plan? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Who will you make the data available to?  How will you do that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  How will the data be used? 
 
 


